386                VISIT  TO   CALVARY,   AND
our notice, were, first, the capitals of two large
pillars, evidently very ancient, and of an order
differing from any that we had before seen. These
capitals reminded us of the pomegranates and net-
work which areenumerated among the ornaments
of the Temple. They are now placed on short
thick shafts, and serve to support the roof of a
,-grotto, in which the holy cross is said to have
been found by St. Helena; the place where she
sat to view the workmen employed in the exca-
vation being shown close by. It is by no means
improbable but that these capitals belonged
originally to some ancient Jewish building, and
that they might have been selected from among
a heap of other ruins to be applied to their pre-
sent purpose ; but there is not even a tradition
regarding their origin.
In another part of the church, we were shown
two round holes cut in the rock, and descending
to a sort of a grotto beneath. One of these
holes was considerably larger than the other,
and the use made of them is this. The Greek*
pilgrims, who are sufficiently meagre to try the
experiment with somfe hope of success, go do\vn
through the large hole, and come up through
the small one, in which, if they succeed, though
at the risk of being bruised and losing their
skin, they are thought to be in a fit state for